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Purpose
As part of the Tongass National Forest’s 
transition to predominantly young-growth 
timber harvest, the Tongass Advisory Com-
mittee recommended the development of a 
plan to track social and economic condi-
tions in Southeast Alaska before and after 
the transition to young growth. The pur-
pose of this Quick Guide is to present the 
social and economic monitoring guide for 
the Tongass National Forest and Southeast 
Alaska Communities, developed by the 
Ecosystem Workforce Program, in consul-
tation with stakeholders. 
How to use this quickguide
This monitoring plan contains four main questions for which we analyzed baseline conditions in the 
companion report to this guide: Social and Economic Monitoring of the Tongass National Forest and 
Southeast Alaska Communities: A Monitoring Plan and Baseline Report.1 The monitoring plan should be 
used every 2-5 years for data collection, to track changes in southeast Alaska related to communities and 
the Tongass National Forest. We provide guidance on the types of indicators, data sources and methods 
to use to address the key monitoring questions developed in the plan, with the intent for future work 
to replicate the processes provided here, to build on the existing baseline report (which contains data 
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Table 1 Social and economic monitoring questions and methods for the Tongass NF Transition and 
Southeast Alaska communities
1.	 What are the socioeconomic conditions and context in communities surrounding the Tongass NF?*
Indicators Data source























2.	 How do timber sales, restoration projects, and other natural resources projects on the Tongass NF affect 
communities in Southeast Alaska?
Indicators Data source








































 * Recommended frequency of monitoring for each question is: once every 2 years for Questions 1, 2, and 3; once every 5 years for Question 4. 
** Also available at USAspending.gov.
3.	 What is the status of collaborative work on the Tongass NF and surrounding communities?
Indicators Data source






4.	 What are stakeholders’ perceptions and concerns about changes occurring in Southeast Alaska 
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